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Djibouti 


Ship Seized by Somali Rebels Arrives Safely 


ABO0701103790 Paris AFP in English 1020 GMT 
7 Jan 90 


[Text] Djibouti, Jan 7 (AFP)—An Italian coaster and its 
crew have arrived in Djibouti safe but stripped of all 
their belongings, after 27 days as prisoners of the rebel 
Somali National Movement [SNM]. 


The “Kwanda,” owned by the Italian building firm 
Astaldi, but flying a Panamanian flag, put into Djibouti 
Thursday night [4 January] having been relieved of its 
cargo of 350 tonnes of fuel oil, food reserves, tools—in 
fact everything that could be removed and sold. 


“The SNM men took everything from us, money, even 
our bunk matresses, our passports and our clothes,” one 
seamen said. Another said SNM men had roughed up the 
seamen. “We were all beaten with Kalashnikov rifle 
butts,” he said. 


The “Kwanda” is based in the Somali port of Bossasso, 
where Astaldi has renovated several wharves. It operates 
up and down the Somali coast carrying supplies to 
construction sites of Astaldi or other firms. 


SNM rebels seized the “‘Kwanda” on 1 1 December as it 
neared the port of Zeila, which is held by the Somali 
National Movement. 


The rebels said they suspected the ship was carrying oil 
to Berbera, where government troops are under siege by 
SNM forces. The SNM has been fighting the government 
in northern Somalia since early 1988. 


Ethiopia 


Polish Freighter Said Hit by EPLF Rockets 


AB0601153090 Paris AFP in English 1432 GMT 
6 Jan 90 


[Text] Nairobi, Jan 6 (AFP)—A Polish freighter, 
destroyed off Eritrea’s Red Sea coast Wednesday, was hit 
by several rockets, apparently fired by rebels of the 
Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF), coastguards 
in the region said Saturday. 


They said the Boleslaw Krzyzwusty, with a crew of 29 on 
board, put out a distress signal to other ships in the area 
after it was hit, but none was able to come to its rescue. 
The crew however managed to escape the blazing wreck 
in lifeboats. 


A Polish Foreign Ministry spokesman in Warsaw earlier 
Saturday said the crew of the freighter were alive and in 
the hands of Eritrean rebels in northern Ethiopia. He 
said another Polish ship located the freighter Friday 
partly destroyed by fire and without its crew. It had to 
move on after coming under fire from unknown assail- 
ants on land. 


EAST AFRICA 1 


“Diplomatic efforts are under way to clarify the circum- 
stances surrounding the incident,” said the spokesman. 


He said the Polish Embassy in Addis Ababa cited Ethi- 
Opian authorities as saying rebels had captured the 
Boleslaw Krsywusty’s crew. 


The freighter, owned by Polish Oceanic Lines, went 
missing Wednesday in the Red Sea after sending out a 
distress signal. It was found near the Eritrean town of 
Marsa Galub. 


The ship had left Port Sudan Tuesday and was due to 
arrive late Wednesday in Massawa, Ethiopia. 


Oromo Rebels Claim More Victories in Asosa Area 


EA0701 190290 (Clandestine) Voice of Oromo 
Liberation in Oromifa 0330 GMT 7 Jan 90 


[Text] Asosa Administrative Area—Continuing its 
offensive, which started in the new year of 1990 against 
the enslaving Amhara government, the Oromo Libera- 
tion Army [OLA] is advancing, controlling towns and 
enemy camps. 


It can be recalled that Dul, (Kota Worke), (Agubela), 
(Megazan), and (Gamel) enemy camps have been under 
the control of OLA since 2 January 1990. 


In its continuing offensive, the heroic OLA has com- 
pletely destroyed the enemy force in Sirgole and has 
taken complete control of it. Among the captured items 
are a mill, [words indistinct] bullets, as well as a large 
generator that has become the property of the Oromo 
Liberation Front. [martial music] 


In another development, 35 enemy soldiers, who were 
among the fascist government fighters in the futile war, 
have peacefully surrendered with their arms to OLA in 
Asosa Administrative Area, at (Megazan). [martial 
music] 


Continuing its offensive against the anti-people govern- 
ment, OLA brought Asosa town under its total control on 
5 January 1990. The residents of the town, who suffered 
under the fascist government, and foreigners were liber- 
ated and got their freedom for the first time. The people 
received OLA with happiness for the action taken, and 
are giving the necessary support to the (?OLA). 


Listeners, we will release details of the Asosa fighting 
when we receive them. 


4 Cubans Said Captured 


EA0801101990 (Clandestine) Voice of Oromo 
Liberation in Oromo 0330 GMT 8 Jan 90 


[Text] Asosa Region—The heroic Oromo Liberation 
Army [OLA], which is (?fighting) for the rights of the 
Oromo people among the peoples suffering from 
Amhara oppression, is giving a lesson to the antipeople 
elements and destroying enemy forces. 
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It can be recalled that in the offensive in Asosa Region a 
total of more than seven [number as heard] enemy camps 
were destroyed, while various types of weapons with 
thousands of rounds of ammunition, as well as vehicles, 
a mill, and generator were captured and became the 
property of the Oromo people. 


In the fighting going on since 2 January 1990, Asosa na 
Benshangul Province has been completely liberated from 
enemy control. The (Wotawut), (Bartal), and the (Sese) 
people in the area have happily received the OLA, and 
are fighting against the enemy alongside the OLA. In the 
action taken by the OLA, not only has Asosa na Bens- 
hangul Province been freed from the forces of the 
enslaving government, but the town of Asosa has too. 


Though the fascist government’s warplanes and helicop- 
ters teok part in the battle to control the town of Asosa, 
they could not save its army from punishment. 


The hopeless army and government, demoralized and 
unable to control the town, burned down villages and did 
harm to the people. 


After heavy and prolonged fighting, part of the govern- 
ment force was destroyed and forced to abandon the 
town of Asosa. 


As is well known, the weapons and the various types of 
property captured in that battle are numerous—we will 
let you know the details as we receive them. In the 5-day 
battle that took place in Asosa Region and resulted in a 
colorful victory, besides government soldiers, four male 
Cuban citizens, who were among the foreigners assisting 
in Asosa, have been captured by the OLA. 


EPRDF ‘Tactical Withdrawal’ From Debre Tabor 


EA0601 174990 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Tigrinya 1545 GMT 6 Jan 90 


[Text] The Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Demo- 
cratic Front [EPRDF] [words indistinct] has evacuated 
the town of Debre Tabor. It will be recalled that the 
(?Dergue) launched an all-out offensive in southern 
Gonder last week, deploying huge forces brought in from 
many places. After following the progress of the fighting 
[words indistinct] the EPRDF made a tactical with- 
drawal to fall back on better strategic positions. It 
evacuated Debre Tabor today. 


Addis Ababa Radio Views Battle 


EA0601210590 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 6 Jan 90 


[Text] More than four brigades and another two regi- 
ments of the Weyane [Tigray People’s Liberation Front] 
group that were on the Debre Tabor front have been 
destroyed by our revolutionary army and people's 
militia forces. Those few remaining are in disarray and 
are being pursued. [martial music] 
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It Is Impossible To Trade by Taking Popular Patience 
for Ignorance: a statement issued by the national revo- 
lutionary center. [martial music] 


The conspiracy and the barbarous acts being perpetrated 
by secessionists and their puppets, the Weyane, to dis- 
turb the peace and remove Ethiopia from the world stage 
on which it has been found hitherto, is very clear to the 
affected Ethiopian people. The damage being caused by 
these anti-Ethiopian unity groups who are drunk with 
narrow (?ideology), who are tribalist traitors, and who 
are maneuvering by giving themselves different names in 
an effort to cheat the Ethiopian people, cannot be 
described in terms of mere numbers alone. Among their 
many arrogant acts are the massacring of innocent peo- 
ple—ilooting them, displacing them, and exposing them 
to famine and flight—the perpetration of various barba- 
rous acts that are difficult to put into words and that 
lower human dignity in general, and desecrating our flag, 
the longstanding symbol of our identity and the sign of 
our honor that has been preserved by the blood of the 
citizens of this country. The impetus for ridding the 
country of the secessionists and their puppets is their 
contempt for the Ethiop.an people. 


It is sufficient to mention a few examples, as this is well 
known. In his official statement in December, the indi- 
vidual who claims to be the leader of the group 
attempting to break Eritrea away said the major obstacle 
to fulfilling his objectives was the low level of awareness 
of the Ethiopian people, and that, to facilitate the 
secession of Eritrea, he and his ilk would do everything 
possible to raise the level of awareness of the Ethiopian 


people. 


In another development, the so-called leaders of the 
secessionist group, in their alleged meeting from | to 3 
November 1989 [Eritrean People’s Liberation Front, 
EPLF, Political Bureau meeting] said they have been 
encouraging traitors who have been working for the 
disintegration of Ethiopia. He added that this is not a 
new development for the EPLF, as this was started in 
collaboration with opposition organizations and forces 
in Ethiopia. together with the inception of the struggle. 
Even now it is well known that they fully support the act 
of disintegrating the country that is being perpetrated by 
the Weyane group, which they have unleashed in the 
country. 


In its position, which the Weyane group has repeatedly 
and unashamedly made clear, it has stated that it will 
struggle to the end for the secession of Eritrea. It has 
even gone to the extent of bragging as to why the gains of 
the northern Ethiopian people should not reach the other 
people of the country, as if its terrorist acts are fair 
achievements and are being eagerly awaited by the 


people. 


If those arrogant Weyane, who are dreaming, had the 
courage to patiently understand the facts, they would 
have understood that the people’s patience should not be 
mistaken for ignorance. There is no genuine citizen who 
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has not heard the call of the motherland and who is not 
angered by the conspiracy and barbarous acts perpe- 
trated by those tribalist arrogants, who are the enemies 
of the unity of the Ethiopian people and the sovereignty 
of Ethiopia. Ethiopians everywhere are mobilized by the 
grave situation and threat to the existence of the one 
motherland: they see no alternative to their strong love 
for the country and its citizens. 


As has been proved by the old adage—‘united we 
stand”—the entire Ethiopian people, as always, without 
any distinction of nationality, religion or gender, and 
with complete resolve, are giving the arrogant, tribalist 
traitors who have stood against them an unforgettable 
lesson. In this respect, our revolutionary army, which is 
the pride of our people, and the people’s militia force, 
which is standing alongside the army, are on all fronts 
sweeping the territory of the motherland clean of the 
aggression of the enemy and are heroically advancing 
forward. 


In the past few days in particular the determined sons of 
Ethiopia, by fighting against the large numbers of the 
enemy force that was around Debre Tabor in southern 
Gonder, have laudably fulfilled their obligations. In this 
intensive fighting around Debre Tabor, the 25th, 29th, 
4Sth, 73rd brigades, as well as two other regiments, have 
been given a severe blow and most of their force has been 
destroyed. 


The enemy force, which is dispersed and in disarray, is 
being pursued by our revolutionary army and people's 
militia. 


The blood of the true sons of Ethiopians is avenging the 
arrogant Weyanes, who are out to desecrate the noble 


EAST AFRICA 3 


soil where lie the remains of King Theodros, who is an 
example of the struggle for the unity of the country; and 
to completely destroy the laudable history of King 
Yohanes, who gave his life heroically to safeguard the 
territorial integrity of the country; and to completely 
destroy the history of Zerai Der.s [Eritrean hero during 
the period of Italian colonialism], who sacrificed his life 
abroad for the preservation of our flag. 


Those of you who are on the side of the popular struggle, 
pursue your enemies, who are in a tight corner, and 
destroy them. Take their arms and property and those 
whom you have captured to your wearest army or gov- 
ernment officials. Anyone that has been serving the 
tribalist popular enemies who repents and hands himself 
over to Our army or government bodies before he is 
destroyed by the people’s power can be amnestied. 


As long as the enemies of the people and the country are 
not willing to bring about peace in a peaceful way, there 
is no alternative to countering their attack through the 
appropriate way and destroying them. Hence, as the 
entire Ethiopian people come out with great anger and 
mobilize, we should further strengthen our defence force 
on all fronts to destroy the enemy's conspiracy. We 
should not relax from fulfilling this objective. 


Even though the enemy is being demoralized, we should 
not relax—even for a second—from continuing our 
intensified struggle until it bows before the historical and 
popular truth. For those who want peace, our arm for 
peace will not be folded. While we will fulfill every effort 
expected of us for the prevalence of peace in our country, 
our struggle will continue to counter any attack that 
demolishes the unity of our country, denigrates our 
history and is opposed to the existence of our people. 
Ethiopia first! [martial music] 
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Angola 


UNITA Reports Casualties in Fierce Fighting 
EA0501161690 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 1220 GMT 5 Jan 90 


[Text] Eighty-nine MPLA [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] troops have been killed and four 
Soviet military advisers wounded in continued fierce 
fighting over the past five days in south-eastern Angola. 


According to a military communique released i. Jamba 
today, 146 MPLA troops have been wounded, eight 
tanks, 21 armored vehicles, 27 military trucks, and four 
D-30 canons destroyed in the fighting concentrated 
around Kuzumbia River [name as received] near Cuito 
Cuanavale. 


The communique adds that Russian advisers and tech- 
nicians and Portuguese mercenaries have been con- 
firmed to be driving tanks and armoured vehicles on 
behalf of the MPLA troops in the area. 


It also says that fighting has intensified in all parts of 
Angola in the last five days, as the movement had 
warned earlier on. 


UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] losses were put at 13 killed, 33 wounded, one 
captured, and two vehicles destroyed. Eighteen bombing 
raids were also carried out on UNITA positions by 
Soviet-made Migs. 


UNITA Claims Downing of Government C-130 


MB0701 101490 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 
and Centra! Africa 0610 GMT 7 Jan 90 


[Communique issued by Armed Forces for the Libera- 
tion of Angola Chief of General Staff in Jamba on 6 
January—read by announcer] 


[Text] Violent battles are continuing along the 
Kuzumbia River. The direct involvement of Soviets and 
mercenaries of other nationalities, from military 
advisers to combat vehicle drivers, has been confirmed. 


At 1430 on 5 Jonuary, our aircraft artillery shot down a 
C-130 Hercules military transport plane, registration 
number D2 THB, while it was transporting troops from 
Menongue to Cuito Cuanavale. The above-mentioned 
occupants were killed. 


As a result of the clashes carried out over the past 2 days, 
we note that 3 T-55 tanks, 5 BEMP-I's and 2 cargo 
trucks have been destroyed, and 3! FAPLA [People’s 
Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] troops 
killed. 
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On our side, we lament the death of 8 soldiers and the 
wounding of 15 others. 


Our fatherland, free or death! 

United, we shall win! 

{Issued} Jamba, bastion of the Angolan Resistance, 6 
January 1990. 


Comoros 


Decree Fixes Election Date for 18 February 


EAO701204990 Moroni Domestic Service in French 
1700 SMT 7 Jan 90 


[Text] In a speech to the nation today, the interim 
president, Mr. Said Mohamed Djohar, announced that 
the ballot for the presidential elections would take place 
on 18 February. In his declaration, President Djohar 
called for (?the good conduct) of everyone, to prevent 
interference in the smooth running of the campaign. 
{martial music] 


[Begin Djohar recording) [passage indistinct} We exhib- 
ited our profound attachment to her by getting inspira- 
tion from the most [words indistinct] spiritual values 
and the noblest traditions of our country. Thus, we were 
able to show that a nation’s values are measured by the 
solidarity of (7her people), not by the number of its 
inhabitants. Therefore, we should already have started 
thinking about how to organize ourselves to ensure the 
continuity of our young nation. In this regard, I have just 
Signed two decrees, one related to the summoning of the 
election body and the fixing of the date for the first 
round of elections for 18 February 1990, and the other 
related to setting up a commission ‘n charge of moni- 
toring the election operations. 


The two measures are in response to the [words indis- 
tinct] and the commitment | made before the people to 
Organize free and democratic presidential elections. 
(Words indistinct] that each Comoran will behave as a 
good citizen by respecting the rules of the democracy so 
desired by all of us. In a few days, the future candidates 
for the presidential elections will be able to put them- 
selves forward. Every voter and political party will be 
able to support, freely and democratically, the candidate 
of his choice. Meanwhile, we must keep calm to serve the 
peace and security of our country. That is in the greater 
interest of our nation, and it is also proof o/ the maturity 
of our people. 


It is therefore an occasion for me to call upon the 
politica! leaders to confine political meetings to within 
the election campaign period. Before this period, it 
would be better to avoid any action that may disturb 
public order. I wish, from the bottom of my heart, that 
my call will be heard. Long live the Federal Islamic 
Republic of the Comoros. [end recording] 


Unionists, Religious Leaders Criticize Government 
ABO0501115290 London BBC World Service 
in English 1615 GMT 5 Jan 90 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] In Benin, the beleaguered government of Presi- 
dent Mathieu Kerekou has been buffetted by a wave of 
demonstrations and strikes, not to mention a severe 
economic crisis. Now, a prominent university professor 
and religious leaders are publicly blaming President 
Kerekou’s government for the country’s troubles. From 
Cotonou, Porto Novo, Karim Okana telexed this report. 


{Begin studio announcer recording] Last night, during a 
broadcast meeting with journalists, Leopold Dossou, a 
university trade unionist, bluntly charged the govern- 
ment with dishonesty and treason. He said that despite 
promises made recently, the political authorities are not 
really interested in finding appropriate solutions to 
Benin’s problems. He blamed the politicians for their 
arrogance and indifference to the sufferings of millions 
of people in the country. Change is our major concern, 
he said —after several discussions with the minister of 
higher education over pay arrears, the authorities are 
still dragging their feet. And he added: It looks like our 
demands have fallen on deaf ears. 


Political freedom and arrears of pay remain the main 
demands of the university trade unionists. In a confiden- 
tial 8-page document issued last month, the union 
accused the government of making decisions that were 
only window dressing. Giving up Marxist ideology, the 
document said, should mean scrapping ali the basic laws 
of 1977. Also, all government institutions set up in the 
name of Marxism should be abolished. They called for 
the resignation of the whole cabinet and the National 
Assembly, and they argued that only a new government 
could get the country out of its predicament. 


Meanwhile, religious leaders have been speaking out 
against the government in sermons, something which has 
not been seen here for a long time. In a New Year sermon 
given by a protestant pastor of a church in Porto Novo 
and broadcast on national radio, the government was 
accused of doing nothing about the country’s problems. 
And recently, the Islamic leader of Cotonou argued that 
the Church could not remain indifferent to the country’s 
plight. [end recording] 


‘Political Monopolies’ Ruled Out in Reforms 


ABO701153190 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 5 Jan 90 


[Excerpts] Let us discuss the national conference that is 
expected to lead to reforms in the country’s institutions. 
This morning, the preparatory committee of this confer- 
ence held a news conference at the Ministry of Planning 
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and Statistics in Cotonou. The chairman of this com- 
mittee, Robert Dossou [minister delegate to the Presi- 
dency in charge of plan and statistics], and the rappor- 
teurs, Amos Elegbe and Salifou Alidou, answered 
q‘estions put to them by journalists. They talked about 
what this committee has been doing since its establish- 
ment, as well as the objectives assigned to it. That was 
the content of Robert Dossou’s introductory statement 
this morning. After recalling the conditions for the 
creation of the committee, the chairman explained that 
this committee is made up of all classes of people, and it 
iS NOt in any case a party association or the emanation of 
only one category of a social or professional group. All 
social classes and groups are represented in it. [passage 
omitted] Let us listen to Mr. Dossou: 


[Begin Dossou recording] We have a major concern: It is 
the need to surpass the quotas in such a way that no one 
category of persons comes to monopolize the conference. 
And this list is not limited. If reasonable suggestions 
reach us, we will examine them, and if we find them to be 
good ones, we will extend the list. Before allowing you to 
speak, I would like to enumerate some concerns that we 
have already noticed, because we are also part of the 
masses. 


The first concern is this: Why is the committee exclu- 
sively composed of only members of the National Exec- 
utive Council? This is a question that has been preoccu- 
pying every mind and has been the subject of all kinds of 
rumors. You must know that there should never be a 
vacuum of power at the state level. The state is like 
nature, it hates a power vacuum. A state must be 
governed. At the head of the country, there is a govern. 
ment, and the government has decided to carry out 
reforms in all fields—political, institutional, economic, 
and eventually social. So, the government is taking care 
of these issues. That is the first clarification. 


Second, it is being rumored that it is the People’s 
Revolutionary Party of Benin [PRPB] that wants to 
organize this conference and wanis to dominate the 
debates. The highest organ of the PRPB has given its 
written agreement for the holding of this conference, but 
the PRPB is not in charge of organizing it. The govern- 
ment is doing that. 


Take a look at the composition of the committee. We on 
this committee are eight members from all shades of 
activities, and of the eight members, there is only one 
PRPB member. The other seven members are not PRPB 
members. | am at the head of this committee and it is not 
necessary for me to reassess my stands. A ministerial job 
does not pervert the thinking of a worthy man. I will say 
no more. Therefore, I categorically reject the insulting 
accusations that we shall be guided by remote control. I 
am an intellectual, and I want my thinking to be inde- 
pendent. 


Thirdly, why is this conference being held? It can happen 
in the history of nations that from time to time they 
exper.ence crises, more or less serious, and sometimes 
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very serious, which cause difficulties. And in the face of 
such difficulties, there can only be two solutions: dia- 
logue and exchange of ideas to find an amicable solu- 
tion—in other words, a peaceful way of finding solutions 
to national problems. The second path is that of vio- 
lence. I do not mean that violence has not played any 
role in the history of nations. But the government has 
chosen the first option, that of peace. 


So, why is the conference being organized? When the 
head of state declared the joint session of the central 
organs of the country, he raised a number of questions 
that the joint session answered. But the joint session did 
not give the details of the modalities, because the central 
organs believed that before drafting the new policy that 
will rule our society, we must gather the opinions of all 


the people. 


Personally, | am happy about this decision because I am 
against political monopolies, and this opinion is shared 
by all the others on this committee—it is out of the 
question, as far as we are concerned, and this is our most 
ardent wish. We do not want to replace one political 
monopoly with another. If the people can understand 
this, so much the better. That is what I have to te’i you as 
an introduction to this news conference. We are now at 
your disposal to answer your questions. [end recording] 


Robert Dossou and his team were later bombarded with 
questions. In direct language, and for 5 hours, they 
answered questions from the Beninese media. This news 
conference also brought together a laige number of 
people, and the big meeting hall of the Ministry of 
Planning was too small to accomodate everyone. The 
questions put by the journalists centered on the commit- 
tee’s autonomy; the risk of replacing one political 
monopoly by another; measures that should be taken to 
ensure press freedom before, during, and after the 
national conference; the criteria for taking part in the 
national conference; and so on. [passage omitted] 


Social Situation ‘Tense;’ Strikes ‘Alarming’ 


ABO71'1121890 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
0800 GMT 7 Jan 90 


[Text] In Benin, the social situation is still tense. The 
various work stoppages and strike actions paralyzing 
virtually all of the administrative machinery have 
reached alarming proportions. Despite the appeal by the 
National Executive Council for the resumption of .vork, 
most ministries and government agencies have remained 
vacant for the past week. 


The situation has many consequences, with financial 
losses increasing tc the tune of billions of CFA francs. In 
the field of education, the prospects are gloomy because 
of the looming possibility of another weak year with its 
adverse short, medium, and long-term effects. The situ- 
ation at health centers is dramatically painful, with the 
deteriorating conditions of health care delivery. 
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This persistent situation is viewed with concern by all 
parties. Although the National Union of Teachers of 
Higher Education deplores the situation, it makes the 
resumption of classes in faculties and other institutions 
of higher learnitug conditional upon the satisfaction of its 
demands. Meanwhile, the employees of the Ministry of 
Finance, who held a consultative meeting last 
Wednesday, are not prepared to return to work. 


On the government side, the minister of public health 
has made an urgent appeal for an end to strikes in health 
centers, to bring relief to patients and the whole popula- 
tion. The minister of rural development and coopera- 
tives has embarked on an educational tour of agencies 
under his authority. He has visited the provinces of 
Atlantique, Oueme, Mono, and Zou to call on workers to 
be more civic-minded and to show more patriotism. The 
local authorities (?should also) help solve this social 
crisis. The teachers’ delegates in the Zou Province have 
expressed readiness to heip restore the dialogue between 
the government and workers. 


Movements Call for “Armed Uprising” 


ABO701171190 Paris AFP in French 1455 GMT 
7 Jan 90 


[Text] Cotonou, 7 Jan (AFP)}—Ibrahima Zakari, secre- 
tary general of the National Union of Posts and Tele- 
communications Workers of Benin (SYNAPOSTEL), 
was arrested¢ last night at his house in Cotonou. He is still 
being held at the police post of the Aledjo PLM Hotel as 
of this afternoon, it was learned from trade union 
sources. 


The information has not been confirmed by the author- 
ities. The family of tne trade unionist told AFP that 
seven soldiers came to his house during the night and 
asked Mr. Zakari to come with them, while several other 
soldiers searched his house. 


SYNAPOSTEL is to hold an extraordinary congress in 
Cotonou on Monday [8 January] to declare its autonomy 
after having decided to break away from the National 
Federation of Workers’ Union of Benin (UNSTB), the 
sole trade union, which has been regarded as part o/ the 
(sole) party, the People’s Revolutionary Party of Benin. 


The arrest of the trade union leader coincides with a 
wave of protests in Benin, at a time when appeals for the 
departure of President Kerekou, who has been in power 
since 1972, have been multiplying. Tracts were distrib- 
uted today at church doors after church services, the 
AFP correspondent in Cotonou noted. They were signed 
by the People’s Convention and the Action Committee, 
movements that organized the December demonstra- 
tions. The tracts call for ““an armed uprising” against the 
government. 


For the moment, the Beninese authorities are moder- 
ating their reactions. However, Beninese Interior Min- 
ister Pancras Brathier today threatened to arrest those 
who obstruct people returning to work in the civil service 
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and the administration. He also disclosed that 17 orga- 
nzations and political parties have been identified in 
Fenin so far, specifying that political meetings are per- 
mitted insofar as they do not disturb public order. 


The Beninese authorities called for a return to work by 2 
January and threatened to no longer pay salaries if the 
strike continued. The greater part of the approximately 
50,000 workers of the country did not heed the ullti- 
matum, and new demonstrations were organized over 
the past few days. Thus, the non-teaching staff of the 
university called for a strike last week, trade union 
sources disclosed. 


For his part, Leopold Dossou, chairman of the Union of 
Teachers <i Higher Institutions (SYNES), once again 
announced at the Beninese Radio yesterday that they 
would not return to work “as long as the Beninese are 
denied their freedoms” and as long as all arrears remain 
unpaid. 


Beninese workers are awaiting payment of their 
December 1989 salaries as well as those of the last 3 
month of 1988. A special aid package of 8 billion CFA 
francs, granted by Benin’s fund donors, helped pay the 
salaries of October and November 1989. 


Burkina Faso 


Minister Vokouma Denies Reports of Executions 


LDO0501194390 Paris International Service 
in French 1800 GMT 5 Jan 90 


[Text] The authorities i: Burkina Faso today have 
denied the information we announced yesterday evening 
on the execution of two officers, Lieutenant Tibou 
OQuedraogo and Captain Youssouf Saoadogo. As for 
professor Guillaume Sizoma, he is reported to be alive. 
Listen to Foreign Minister Prosper Vokouma: 


[Begin recording] [Vokouma] We have actually started to 
wonder about these rumors. We wonder whether they are 
just rumors or a well-planned campaign that uses your 
airwaves to give a distorted image of Burkina. We don't 
understand why we are accused. We have said that the 
courts have been notified, that the investigation is con- 
tinuing, and that a trial will be held as soon as the 
investigation is finished. We don't understand why 
rumors of execution are reported. Do you have in your 
archives, under the (?title) executions, those that took 
place in Burkina and which you discovered yourself? 


[Unidentified correspondent] Minister, I simply ask you: 
Do you deny that executions took place in the last few 
days? 


[Vokouma] Of course! I categorically deny, I categori- 
cally deny any execution taking place here in Burkina. 
Those \/ho spread these rumors can continue to do what 
they like. We will not fall into this game. We remain alert 
with regard to what is happening here at home. [end 
recording] 
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[Announcer] I would add that the Burkinabe foreign 
minister gave very vague answers concerning the number 
of people arrested. 


Guinea 


Dissidents Warned Against Subversive Activities 
ABO0S501213590 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 5 Jan 90 


[Text] The Military Committee for National Redress 
[CMNR] stresses that the Republic of Guinea will not 
tolerate subversive activities on its territory by dissi- 
dents against the governments of their countries. Conse- 
quently, it wishes to warn these dissidents against any 
subversive activities aimed at jeopardizing cooperative 
relations between African countries and the Republic of 
Guinea. Furthermore, the CMRN wishes to inform 
dissidents that in the case of any subversive activities on 
their part, they will simply be turned over to their 
governments. 


Guinea-Bissau 


Communique Cites Senegal’s Territory ‘Violation’ 
ABOS0/ 160490 Dakar PANA in French 1345 GMT 
5 Jan 90 


[Text] Bissau, 5 Jan (ANG/PANA)—The Guinea-Bissau 
Government has called on Senegalese authorities to take 
all the necessary measures for an “immediate” end to the 
“flagrant violation of its national territory,” a Foreign 
Ministry communique issued todz\y in Bissau stated. 


According to the Bissau Foreign Ministry communique, 
on 29 December 1989 at 1031 GMT, a Senegalese 
Cessna aircraft “persistently” overflew the Varela Beach 
and town bearing the same name, both of which are 
located in the Sao Domingo sector in the Cacheu Region 
(Northern Province of the country). 


The communique further states that this violation, 
which constitues “a disregard for the national sover- 
eignty’’ of Guinea-Bissau, is not the first of its kind. It 
however reaffirms the strong determination of Guinea- 
Bissau to spare no efforts in seeking to preserve relations 
of good-neighborliness and develop the secular fiend- 
snip and cooperation links existing between our two 
friendly 2nd brotherly peoples. 


Ivory Coast 


Presentation of New Year Wishes Postponed 


AB0601082090 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 5 Jan 90 


[Text] Tomorrow and the day after tomorrow, the head 
of state will be visiting San Pedro, where he will attend 
the consecration of Bishop Barthelemy Diabla, who was 
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recently appointed bishop of the newly created diocese 
of San Pedro. Until his appointment, Bishop Diabla was 
the parish priest of Divo. 

In view of the head of state’s visit to San Pedro, the 
presentation of New Year wishes originally scheduled to 
take place at the Presidential Palace tomorrow has been 
postponed until Monday, 15 January. 


Observers Note Government Silence on Liberia 


ABO701123490 Paris AFP in French 1126 GMT 
7 Jan 90 


{Text} Abidjan, 7 Jan (AFP)}—Ivorian authorities and 
media have remained silent over the bloody events in 
Liberia since 24 December, observers in Abidjan noted 
today after an important political meeting summoned by 
President Felix Houphouet-Boigny. 


Not a word. The various reports on the extraordinary 
meeting of the Political Bureau of the Democratic Party 
of Ivory Coast (PDCI, only party) and members of the 
government, have not mentioned the Liberian events. 


The Ivcrian media devoted very little attention to the 
clashes in northeastern Liberia near the western border. 
The Ivorian media have reported only the statement 
made on 3 January to AFP by the minister of comriu- 
nication, Mr. Auguste Miremont, who said that nearly 
10,000 Liberi ans had taken refuge in Ivory Coast, adding 
that the only tavcivement of his country was on human- 
itarian grounds. 

Ivory Coast has seen accused by Liberian authorities on 
several occasioas of closing its eyes to the subversive 
activities uf the opposition. The commander of the 
Liberian units fighting the insurrection in Nimba 
County (northeastern Liberia) said he has discovered 
several documents that demonstrate that the “dissi- 
dents” came from Ivory Coast. 


The accusations and threats by Liberian President 
Samuel Doe, in particular the threat of exercising the 
right of pursuit against the opponents, have been taken 
seriously in Conakry and Freetown. Guinea's Military 
Committee for National Redress (CMRN-the country’s 
ruling organ) yesterday issued a warning to African 
Opposition members who have taken refuge in Guinea, 
and threatened to wr over “any unmasked dissident” 
to his country of origin. 


For his part, the Sierra Leonean president yesterday sent 
a personal message to his counterpart Samuel Doe 
expressing his “concern” about events in Liberia. The 
two countries quarzeied in July 1988 following the 
unceremonious expulsion from Liberia of about 60 
Sierra Leoneans implicated in the coup plot of former 
iberian General Nicolas Podier. Togolese President 
Gnassingbe Eyadema and Nigerian President Ibrahim 
Babangida had to intervene to reconcile the two coun- 
tries. 
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Ivory Coast's silence does not mean that the country and 
its authorities are not concerned about the events along 
the border. The summoning of an extraordinary meeting 
of the Political Bureau of the only party and members of 
the government is always a serious matter. One recent 
meeting of this kind was held following accusations 
made by JEUNE AFRIQUE magazine against Ivory 
Coast after the 15 October 1987 coup ir Burkina Faso, in 
which President Thomas Sankara was killed. Al! the 
publications of the JEUNE AFRIQUE group were 
banned in Ivory Coast, a measure that has just been 
lifted by the government. 


Liberia 


Fighting Persists; Thousands Flee to Ivory Coast 


Rebels Establish ‘Firm Foothold’ 
AB05S01180890 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 5 Jan 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Liberian refugees are continuing to arrive in the 
western areas of the Ivory Coast—fleeing from the 
fighting in Nimba County following the rebel attack last 
weekend—and some of them have a rather harrowing 
tale to tell. Journalist Emmanuel Sapey travelled up to 
Danane, the largest town in that part of the Ivory Coast, 
and has been speaking to some of the refugees there. He 
telexed us this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Most of the refugees 
I spoke to were students and came from Karnplay. They 
said about 3 days ago a group of rebels came into the 
town and started killing people indiscriminately. The 
rebels were mostly Gio, and their targets were Krahn and 
Mandingo people. The refugees said tey could not see 
how anybody who was claiming to liberate Liberia could 
behave that way. The refugees told me that many of 
those who have been killed had still not been buried, and 
their decomposing bodies were still lying in the open. At 
some points along the border you can actually smell the 
bodies from the Ivory Coast side. 


The refugees told me that some civilians in the town had 
joined with the rebels to take part in the killings. The 
rebels now control almost all the border areas, and 
according to the refugees, they have established a firm 
foothold all the way up to Yabli—that is, almost 75 miles 
inside Liberia. 

Among the refugees are a number of immigration and 
customs of /icials, who ran from their checkpoints into 
the Ivory (Coast when the rebels firsi struck. They say 
they want to go back to Liberia, but they are afraid to 
return because they have no idea how far into Liberia 
rebel control stretches. [end recording] 


And following those accusations of brutality, Tom 
Wayu, spokesman in the United States for the Liberian 
Nationa! Patriotic Front, which says it is behind the 
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invasion, rang us to refute the claims. Robin White asked 
him what the Patriotic Front had to say: 


[Begin recording] [Wayu] I think this partcular informa- 
tion is actually fomented and put out by the Doe 
government. It might very well be that these people that 
are coming through calling themselves refugees might be 
people sent over there by the government of Doe, 
because to the best of my knowledge, we do not have any 
such thing going on. It is one of those techniques that he 
has been using to incite other tribal people or other 
people around the world to narrow this particular con- 
flict down to a tribal situation. 


[White] But these stories are coming from what appear to 
be legitimate refugees. 


[Wayu] Well, I don’t think that the Patriotic Front is 
engaged in this. | have checked with our people in the 
Front and they ure saying that if any such thing is going 
on, it will be on the basis of individuals and score- 
settling that has nothing to do with... [changes thought! 
We have very well-trained and put together m’)) .:. 
people, professional people that went into Liberi: _ fre. 
the nation for everybody and not to engage int: © war 
and act against one another. 


[White] But are most of your soldiers Gio? 


[Wayu] Yes, some of our soldiers are Gio and they are 
from the Nimba County areas, but also it is a good 
combination of all of the tribai elements and non-tribal 
elements of the Republic of Liberia. They are all 
Liberian soldiers. And they were not put together on the 
basis of tribes. [end recording] 


‘Many, Many Dead’ 
ABO501173290 Paris AFP in English 1720 GMT 
5 Jan 90 


[Excerpts] Abidjan, Jan 5 (AFP)}—A rebellion against 
Liberian President Samuel Doe has left many people 
dead and fighting between government forces and for- 
eign-based “dissidents” is continuing in some areas, 
witnesses said Friday. 


One Liberian eyewitness who fled from the fighting and 
sought refuge in Danane, some 30 ki'ometres (18 miles) 
inside Ivory Coast, told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE he 
saw “many, many dead” as he left Libcria. 


Other witnesses said fighting was still taking place 
around Saniquellie, the capital of the eastern county of 
Nimba, where the rebellion against Mr. Doe broke out 
on December 24. 


The accounts of the fightir.z from witnesses could not, 
however, be confirmed by official sources and a Liberian 
official said earlier that six Liberian soldiers were killed 
Tuesday [2 January] in fighting near the Liberian fron- 
tier post of Loguatuo. [passage omitted] A Butuo gov- 
ernment official who was wounded by Liberian troops 
after being accused of collaborating with the rebels said 
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that at least six persons had been killed there, including 
a police official and his wife. 


A reliable Ivory Coast source said that nearly 5,000 
Liberian refugees iad already been registered in Ivory 
Coast. Around ‘00 of them were being sheltered at 
Danane but mosi of them were being put up in various 
border towns and villages, the source said. 


Ivory Coast cabinet ministers met Friday to discuss ways 
to deal with the influx of Liberian refugecs but there was 
no word on what action they decided to take. 


Liberian State Radio reported meanwhile that Mr. Doe 
was inspecting troops Friday in Nimba County. 


The report said the Liberian leader left Monrovia for 
Butuo to assess the damage caused by the fighting. 


Mr. Doe assured Nimba residents that the situation in 
their area would soon be completely restored to normal 
and that Liberian troops were near the completion of 
mopping up operations for remaining dissidents said to 
re in hiding in the high forests. 


A mass rally to mark the fourth anniversary of Mr. Doe's 
civilian presidency is scheduled to be held in Monrovia 
Saturday [6 January]. 


Army Recaptures Border Post 
AB0501203790 Paris AFP in French 1858 GMT 
5 Jan 90 


[Excerpts] Danane (Ivory Coast), 5 Jan (AFP)—The 
Liberian Forces today recaptured the border post of 
Loguatuo, about 30 km from the border with Ivory 
Coast, AFP journalists in Ivory Coast learned. This post 
had been held since Tuesday [2 January} by insurgents 
who took up arms against President Doe on 24 
Decemter in Nimba County in eastern Liberia. They 
seized the post on Tuesday morning during a surprise 
attack, causing six deaths among the Liberian guards, a 
Liberian immigration officizl, now a refugee in Ivory 
Coast, told AFP. 


The prefect of Danane Region visited the border pos:, 
where he met with members of the Liberian Armed 
Forces, it was observed. However, he refused to make 
any statements. Furthermore, sporadic gunshots couid 
still be heard this afternoon and smoke was clearly 
visible from the other side of the border. [passage 
omitted] 


Liberian refugees that AFP met looked terrorized and 
feared the violence would cross the border into Ivory 
Coast. Most of them are desperately looking for ways to 
leave the horder area, but are without resources. They 
cannot leave the Ivorian villages that have hosted them. 
According to them, Liberian troops are pursuing the 
rebels and, to dislodge them, burn all the villages along 
the border. The greater part of the insurgent forces is 
carrently in the Saniquellie region, the capital of the 
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county, which they are trying to capture. The rebels are 
estimated ai 400, according to evidence from the refu- 
gees. [passage omitted] 


Army Chief Reports on Fighting 


ABO0501204490 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 5 Jan 90 


[Text] The commander in chief of the Armed Forces of 
Liberia, President Samuel Kanyon Doe, was in Nimba 
today to inspect various army units and to discuss with 
citizens in the area. The president reportedly arrived in 
Ganta City this morning, where a surprised crowd began 
chanting “We want Doe” as the president walked the 
streets of Ganta City. 


In Nimba, Brigadier General Edward Smith, com- 
mander of the armed units in Nimba County, is quoted 
as saying that the Armed Forces of Liberia have been 
Operating against armed dissidents since last week. He 
briefed the Liberian leader on the activities of the armed 
dissidents. 


Gen. Smith said upon entering Liberia the armed dissi- 
dents intimidated and killed more than 200 defenseless 
citizens, including women and children. In [place name 
indistinct}, Gen. Smith said they cowardly shot and 
killed seven persons who were praying in the border 
town mosque. 


Gen. Smith disclosed that antigovernment forces were 
driven off from Butuo to Karnplay, and only a few of 
them are now on the run, sporadically attacking civilians 
in the forest areas of Nimba. He also confirmed today 
that only one Liberian soldier has been killed since the 
Operation against the antigovernment forces startcd. 
Gen. Smith said his men are in high spirits and are on the 
field. He displayed identity cards gotten from the armed 
dissidents in the fight. Three of the ID cards proved that 
some of them were Ivorian citizens. 


Gen. Smith said with the kind of support he is receiving 
militarily, the operation will come to an end soon, as his 
men are in hot pursuit of the armed dissidents in any 
forest area they run to. 


In Ganta City today, the president commended Gen. 
Smith for his effectiveness in repelling the rebel invasion 
and said he is confident in the skills and competence of 
the Armed Forces of Liberia. Dr. Doe then instructed 
Gen. Smith to treat innocent citizens with caution and 
justice. He said [words indistinct] to all people of Nimba 
County. 


Meanwhile, President Doe has reiterated his commit- 
ment to protect the citizens and residents of Nimba 
County and has vowed that never again will Nimba be 
used as grounds for armed aggression or subversive 
aggression against Liberia, as long as he is president. 
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Nimba Situation Remains ‘Confused’ 


AB0601115990 Paris AFP in English 1148 GMT 
6 Jan 90 


[Text] Abidjan, Jan 6 (AFP)—Authorities in Ivory Coast 
face increasing problems sheltering and feeding thou- 
sands of Liberians who have fled fighting in their home- 
land after an armed uprising, official said here Saturday. 


President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, whose government 
has rejected charges from neighbouring Liberia that it 
was involved in the plot, called an emergency Politburo 
meeting Saturday of the single ruling democraiic party. 


The officials said Saturday that an estimated 10,000 
Liberians had crossed the border from Liberia’s north- 
eastern Nimba County since an uprising against Presi- 
dent Samuel Doe began, according to Monrovia, on 
December 24. 


Many civilians and soldiers had died in the clashes, an 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE correspondent at the 
border said, but it was impossible to obtain an accurate 
toll. 


One Liberian eyewitness told AFP that opponents of Mr. 
Doe had massacred some 50 inhabitants of a small 
Nimba County town when they refused to help them. 


Mr. Doe, who went to Nimba County Friday to inspect 
his troops, has warned that he is ready to send solders 
across the border in hot pursuit of the rebels. 


Monrovia has repeatedly charged that the dissidents, 
said to be acting for exiled former official Charles 
Taylor, were trained in Burkina Faso and Libya and then 
grouped in Ivory Coast to launch the destabilization bid. 


Ivory Coast has said its involvement was of a purely 
humanitarian nature, while Burkinabe authorities on 
Friday [word indistinct} that they had had nothing 
whatever to do with the uprising. 


No details of Saturday's Poliburo meeting here were 
available, but it was clear to observers that senior party 
officials would discuss the effects of the fighting and the 
refugee influx. 


The situation in Nimba County remained confused 
Saturday. Mr. Doe has said his troops had the upper 
hand, while Liberian Justice Minister Jenkins Scott on 
Wednesday said there were only 96 insurgents, most of 
whom had been “captured or eliminated”. 


But refugees from the fighting numbered the rebels at 
more than 400, saying they were active around Sani- 
quellie, the capital of Nimba County. There were “a lot 
of bodies,” according to several witnesses. 


The refugees were mostly terrified, according to a corre- 
spondent at Danane, an Ivorian town close to the border. 
Many of them left behind all they owned and have been 
given temporary homes in dozens of small villages. 
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Government troops were razing all Liberian villages 
along the border in an effort to smoke out the insurgents, 
several witnesses said. An AFP reporter saw fires and 
heard sporadic shooting late Friday. 


People in Nimba County have several times suffered 
military reprisals in anti-rebel operations, notably during 
a failed 1985 coup bid by former General Thomas 
Quiwonkpa, who was killed, and in another foiled plot 
by former General Nicholas Podier in 1988. 


Doe Calls for Search in Monrovia 


AB0601191090 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 6 Jan 90 


[Text] The government is to shortly launch a massive 
search for dissidents of the recent invasion of 24 
December. President Samuel Kanyon Doe, during the 
demonstration marking the fourth anniversary of his 
government today, has warned people in Monrovia who 
are harboring dissidents. 


{Begin Doe recording] And I want to appeal to our 
citizens and our residents that if you know the where- 
abouts of these rebels in Monrovia, please throw them 
out of your premises, because if you keep any of them in 
your house, you will be treated as a rebel. [Words 
indistinct] we have received information that the people 
are keeping these people in your homes and giving them 
food to eat. But we are going to carry out a massive 
search. If you are here and you know about any of these 
people, throw them out, but do not wait until we pull 
them out of your house. We already [word indistinct] 
you that we are going (?to look) on you because of the 
citizens who have died in Nimba. And anybody who 
would keep these people, if you are caught, you will be 
treated as a rebel. And to those of you, partisans and 
patriotic citizens of the National Democratic Party, it is 
your responsibility to furnish us with information in and 
around Monrovia that [words indistinct] that people are 
killing them. [end recording] 


Rebels Reportedly Moving North 


AB0601195590 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 6 Dec 90 


[From the “African News” Program] 


[Text] President Samuel Doe of Liberia has called on 
people to help the Army hunt down rebels who have been 
attacking towns and villages in Nimba County, in the 
northeast of the country. The president told a rally in the 
capital, Monrovia, that troops would carry out a wide- 
spread search of the rebels and that anyone harboring 
them would be treated as a rebel himself. Mr Doe was 
speaking after returning from Nimba County where he 
had been briefed on the Army operation. 


Troop pursuing rebels are now reported to have reached 
the town of Loguato, which was attacked on Tuesday [2 
January], and befelling and burning areas where the 
rebels have been. A BBC West Africa correspondent, 
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who is in neighboring Ivory Coast, says rebel tactics have 
not been to hold towns, but to kill officials and then 
move on, leaving villages deserted as the civilian popu- 
lation flees. She said the rebels seem to have been 
moving north into hilly forest near the Guinea border 
and also to hold the main centers of activity, the iron ore 
mines in the Nimba mountains. A correspondent said 
the rebels seem to be a mixed bag of exiles, united mainly 
by their dislike for President Doe. Their self-proclaimed 
leader is a wealthy exile, Charles Taylor, known for his 
flamboyant suits and large cigars. 


Nimba County Leader Comments 


AB0601223490 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2210 GMT 6 Jan 90 


[Text] The actiug superintendent of Nimba county, 
Jackson Payne, has said his major task at this point was 
to protect citizens and residents of the county from 
attacks by rebels and mobilize the people to embark 
upon reconstruction. Colonel Payne said the Liberian 
Government was capable of providing national security 
protection for the people of Nimba and Liberians in 
general. He cautioned residents of Nimba County not to 
panic over alleged rebel attacks and noted that govern- 
ment was making every effort to restore peace in the 
area. 


Acting Superintendent Payne was speaking today during 
a formal turnover ceremony, which coincided with pro- 
grams marking the fourth inauguration anniversary of 
President Samuel Kanyon Doe. 


Troops Said To Kill Civilians 


AB0701074690 Paris AFP in English 0714 GM? 
7 Jan 90 


[Text] Danane, Ivory Coast, Jan 7 (AFP)}—Government 
troops and rebels have killed hundreds of residents of 
Liberia’s northeastern Nimba County during fighting 
near the Ivory Coast border since December 24, eyewit- 
nesses said here. | 


On Friday, troop commander Brigadier-General Edward 
Smith told Liberian President Samuel Doe that anti- 
government forces massacred 200 villagers in Butuo, the 
border village where the confrontations reportedly 


began. 


But Butuo Zone Chief Denis Seu, 55, told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE from his hospital bed here Friday 
that government soldiers also killed some of his villagers. 
He described how soldiers “in uniform” ordered him to 
sit on the floor of his house at about 8 pm on December 
29 with the local commissioner and his wife. The mili- 
tary officials took their identity papers, asked them how 
the rebels entered the village, and then shot dead the 
commissioner and his wife, and shot the chief in the leg, 
leaving him to die. But Mr. Seu waited until the soldiers 
left and then started crawling, crossing the border over 
rocks in a dry river bed. Ivorians took him in and sent 
him to the hospital. 
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He was unable to calculate how many people had died in 
his village, as he was ordered to stay in his hut, but he 
remembered seeing at least six dead bodies, among them 
soldiers and rebels. The chief added that he saw at least 
three rebels in plain clothes carrying single-barrel rifles. 


In addition, one young refugee who fled his Nimba 
County town on Friday said soldiers killed about 50 
residents and torched his village of Blapie, in what the 
Liberian Government has called “mopping up” opera- 
tions. He said rebels had occupied the town before 
troops arrived. 


(Liberian authorities said only one Liberian soldier has 
been killed and one injured in clashes with dissidents.) 


It was impossible Saturday to determine who held con- 
trol in Nimba County, as several eyewinesses said as 
many as 400 rebels had taken over several key towns and 
were pushing for Sanequellie, the county capital, from 
the north and the east. 


An AFP correspondent in a village close to the Loguatuo 
border post 27 kilometers (17 miles) from here saw black 
smoke as soldiers burned villages, and heard sporadic 
gunfire late Friday. 


A local Ivorian Government official crossed the border 
unaccompanied for briefing by Liberian Army officers. 


The post had been held by rebels since Tuesday (2 January], 
Liberian immigration officer Maurice Washington told AFP 
on Friday in the hospital here. He said he scrambled across 
the bridge separating the two countries after being shot in 
the back by rebels in plain clothes. 


Danane has become a center for the refugees fleeing the 
“uprising”, which is being directed by former top 
Liberian official Charles Taylor. Many have made their 
way here to register with Ivorian officials as refugees. 
Three Liberians are in the hospital here. 


The first to be admitted was Peter Lzayzay, a 35-year-old 
agricultural supervisor working for the West German 
Association for Technical Cooperation (GTZ). He told 
AFP he was the first to be injured in confrontations in 
Butuo—where President Samuel Doe reviewed troops 
on Friday—at around 5 a.m. Christmas Day. Mr. Lza- 
yzay stepped out of his house after hearing gunfire in the 
village. Moments later a man wielding a cutlass attacked 
him, striking him three times in the head, four times in 
his arms, and cutting off two fingers from his right hand 
leaving him to die. Covered with blood, he ran to the 
border and swam the river. He collapsed several times 
before reaching nurses in Bin-Houye, Ivory Coast, who 
chartered a taxi and sent him to Danane. 


Eyewitnesses here said at least 10,000 Liberians have 
crossed to the Ivory Coast at many points along a 
100-kilometer (62-mile) stretch of border, from Bin- 
Houye to Gbe-Nda, the Ivorian border post near here. 
The situation was tense and confused here Saturday. The 
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Ivorian government was expected to send a presidential 
delegation here over the weekend to assess developments 
at the border. 


Ivorian Reporter Views Fighting 
AB0801091590 London BBC World Service 
in English 0730 GMT 8 Jan 90 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] First this morning on Network Africa, Liberia: No 
one has been able to give us an eyewitness account of 
what has exactly been taking place in the battle between 
President Samuel Doe and the National Patriotic Front, 
which is trying to overthrow him. Rival claims from both 
sides have been coming in since the invasion by the 
front’s forces in Nimba County was first reported. This 
morning, we have someone who has been at the scene. 
Ivorian journalist, Emmanuel Sartey went to Ivory 
Coast’s border with Liberia over the weekend. He saw 
some of the rebels in action. He witnessed the flight of 
refugees. On the line from Abidjan, he told Fidelis Swaye 
what he had seen: 


[Begin recording] [Sartey] On Friday [5 January], gov- 
ernment forces moved in to take Loguatuo from the 
rebels. Actually, by the time the government troops got 
there, the rebels are already gone, and according to 
refugees fled from the town, [changes thought] you know, 
when the government troops got there they set the town 
on fire and they were shooting indiscriminately. 


[Swaye] And how many refugees so far have fled into 
Ivory Coast? 


[Sartey] About 11,000 of them have fled into the Ivory 
Coast. The figures could be more. 


[Swaye] Are the Liberian Government forces still in 
Nimba County? 


[Sartey] They are still in Nimba County. But the problem 
is they are playing a game of hide-and-seek with the 
rebels. Today, they will attack the rebel position and take 
a town. In the night, the rebels will come and take it 
back, and then they will retreat. It is a vicious circle. /end 
recording] 


Ivorian Reaction to Government Claim Reported 


AB0601082390 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
0709 GMT 6 Jan 90 


[Text] Following President Doe’s announcement 
recently that Liberian troops are prepared to cross the 
Ivorian border in hot pursuit of armed dissidents oper- 
ating against Liberia from that country, the Ivorian 
Government has reportedly set up a high-powered dele- 
gation to discuss the accusation of anti-Liberian Govern- 
ment activities along the Ivorian border. 


Reports from Abidjan say President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny has cancelled a major New Year celebration and 
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the ruling Politburo of La Cote d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast] is 
seriously discussing the matter. An Ivorian delegation is 
also being flown by helicopter to Danane, the Ivorian 
border town through which the antigovernment forces 
passed to enter the Liberian territory. They have report- 
edly gone there to ascertain the operations of anti- 
Liberian Government forces on the Ivorian side of the 
border. This is the first official reaction of the Ivorian 
Government to the Liberian Government's claim that 
armed dissidents have been using that country as a base 
to lcunch attacks against the Liberian territory. 


Liberians’ Safety in Ivory Coast Concerns Doe 


ABO701174090 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 7 Jan 90 


[Text] President Samuel Kanyon Doe has expressed 
serious concern over the safety and welfare of patriotic 
Liberians who fled to the Ivory Coast to escape the 
actions of dissident forces in Nimba. He is accordingly 
requesting the cooperation of Ivorian authorities in 
ensuring the safety of the Liberians presently stationed 
on their soil. The president’s concern comes amid 
reports that several Liberians, including mothers and 
children, were killed by armed dissidents after they had 
refused to collaborate with them in the attempt to 
destabilize the Liberian Government. 


Last week, the Liberian Government made representa- 
tions to a number of international organizations on the 
(?issue) of Ivorian territory by dissidents who entered the 
country to destabilize the government. 


Party Calls for Show of Support on Anniversary 


AB0501201590 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 5 Jan 90 


[Text] Tomorrow, 6 January, marks the fourth anniver- 
sary of the inauguration of President Samuel Kanyon 
Doe as the first president of the Second Republic. There 
will be parades throughout the country by partisans of 
the NDPL [National Democratic Party of Liberia] and 
well-wishers to mark the occasion. An announcement 
from the party has been calling on partisans to turn out 
in a show of massive support for the policies of the 
president and his government. 


‘Massive’ Turnout 


ABO0701124290 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1200 GMT 7 Jan 90 


[Text] Observers have described the massive turnout of 
the Liberian citizenry yesterday to greet President 
Samuel Kanyon Doe on the occasion of the 4th anniver- 
sary of his accession to power as a concrete manifesta- 
tion of their continued confidence and faith in his 
leadership. Reports from the LIBERIAN NEWS 
AGENCY correspondents over the country (?are) about 
the turnout of citizens during the ceremonies held in 
their respective divisions. Even in Nimba County, where 
rebel activities have sent many fleeing for their lives, 
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reports say citizens and residents came out on the streets 
chanting songs and slogans in support of President Doe. 


During his visit yesterday, the president said he was glad 
that thousands of National Democratic Party partisans 
and other citizens and foreign residents had turned out 
to assure him of their continued support, and said (?this) 
indicate that they were still on track. The president then 
assured that government would continue to fully protect 
the lives and property of Liberians and foreign residents 
in the country. 


Nigeria 
General Declines Interior Minister Post; Resigns 


ABO0801123490 Paris AFP in French 1159 GMT 
8 Jan 90 


[Text] Lagos, 8 Jan (AFP)—Fifty-one-year-old General 
Domkat Bali, the highest-ranking army officer in 
Nigeria, has declined the Interior Ministry portfolio 
offered him in the latest cabinet reshuffle of 29 
December and has tendered his resignation from the 
Army, Head of State General Ibrahim Babangida 
announced here today. 


A new interior minister has been appointed. He is 
44-year-old Commod ‘e Lanmba Dung Gwom, who 
joined the Nigerian Navy as a cadei in 1966. Gen. Bali, 
the number-three man of the Nigerian Federal Military 
Government, had been the defense minister since 
1984—that is, before Gen. Babangida came to power. 
Gen. Babangida had maintained him in this post and 
appointed him chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. 


The recent reshuffle effected in the government and the 
Army on 29 December 1989 consecrated the downfall of 
Gen. Bali, who lost his title of chairman, Joint Chiefs of 
Staff to General Sani Abacha. His resignation from the 
Army after 30 years of service will become effective next 
April. 


New Laws on Student Protests, Drug Trafficking 


ABO0501195590 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 5 Jan 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Nigerian Government has brought in a new 
law which, it hopes, will deter violent student protests. 
The new law will be known as Decree 47, and under this 
new decree, any student found guilty of taking part in 
demonstrations will be jailed for 5 years or fined 50,000 
naira or both. The new law also applies to anyone 
convicted for organizing student protests. From Lagos, 
Sola Odunfa reports: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] The offenders will be tried by 
a special tribunal. The decree also empowers heads of 
universities and other institutions of higher learning to 
dissolve and proscribe any student union or society 
pursuing activities which they judge not to be in the 
interests of the national security, public safety, public 
order, public morality, or public health. Furthermore. 
the minister of education or his authorized representa- 
tive may expel or suspend any student who is a member 
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of the proscribed association. Students who are so pun- 
ished can appeal only to the president, whose decision 
shall be final. The decree also emphasizes the proscrip- 
tion of the National Association of Nigerian Students. It 
grants students, who so wish, the right to participate in 
Student uiiion activities, but it confines its student 
unions to the campus of its university. 


Another law also just published in Lagos prescribes 
stiffer penalties for convicted drug traffickers and estab- 
lishes a National Drug Law Enforcement Agency. Under 
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the new Decree 48, processing, growing, manufacturing, 
exporting, selling, or trafficking in hard drugs now car- 
ries a penalty of life imprisonment, while use of the drugs 
is punishable by a jail time of between 15 and 25 years. 
Unlike the old law, which provides for seizure of the 
assets of drug traffickers only after conviction, Decree 48 
provides for the seizure of the property and assets of 
suspects when they are arrested in connection with drug 
offenses. Such assets will be forfeited to government if 
the suspects are convicted, but will be released if the 
suspects are acquited. [end recording] 
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